
Light your Advent candles before you pray! 

Holy Spirit, come. Come be present in our stories, our days and in all the 
ways we follow you. Surround our meals, our ac vi es, our plans, our 
prepara on, our neighbors and our strangers. Open our hearts and ears 
and eyes to know your movement and calling to us in this world. Amen  

Did you miss a week?  Download inserts at our website! 

Third Sunday in Advent 
December 13, 2015 

Weekly Household Devotions 

Luke 3:7‐18 ‐ The Proclama on of John the Bap st 

 Faith Focus 

 Daily Readings 

 Gather Together 

+ May your spirit be renewed through God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit . + 

How was your spirit renewed today? How did you share your renewing 
spirit with another person or with the world around you?  

Monday through Wednesday: 
Renewing our Spirits through God’s word  

Romans 8:1‐17, Ezekiel 11:14‐31; 37‐14, Romans 12:1‐13 

Life in the spirit is a walk of life that can be messy and heart breaking and also 
grounding and peaceful. We are promised by God that our spirits are a part of our 
whole being just as our bodies, feelings, and minds. In this third week of Advent our 
spirits may wane, our wai ng may seem long. How are you staying mindful and spirit‐
full in this season?  

Thursday through Saturday: 
Renewing our Spirits in living and sharing God’s promise  

Isaiah 40: 12‐31, Acts 21:1‐21, 29‐36, Psalm 51:1‐17 

We come to God asking for renewal of spirit, a cleansing, a wiping the slate clean. Rest 
assured that God, through Christ, brings this not just to us but to the world. These 
three days as you read the paper and watch the news, pray for the hur ng parts of the 
world, pick one to meditate on and make it a part of your spirit to know your calling in 
sharing light with the world and praying without ceasing for the needs.  

Imagine that you are in the crowd listening to John the 
Bap zer. You hear people in the crowd asking him, “What 
should we do to prepare?” How might John instruct you, or 
your church, to prepare for the coming of God’s reign? This 
week we focus on the renewal of our spirits‐‐in connec ng with 
God through prayer, preparing to know God in this world 
through reading scripture, worship, the meal and confession. 
We are renewed with the promises of God’s love and mercy 
and in welcoming the stranger in our midst.  

In the journal you made previously or on a new sheet of paper, 
write the words Renew My Spirit with this verse as well: Peace I 
leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid. John 14:27 

Write the word PEACE large and fill it with colors or words that 
bring you peace and may bring the world peace. Another family 
ac vity to do would be to take old puzzle pieces and glue them 
into the word piece on a large sheet of paper or do a puzzle 
together and talk about how we are renewed piece by piece in 
all that we do and leave our hearts open to. 

Song connec on: Listen to and/or watch this video of the song 

“Just be held” by Cas ng Crowns 

h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yutmTFtalKs  


