
how to talk about art
Talking about art can feel challenging if you haven’t practiced.  
Here are some tips!
• Breaking artworks down into big ideas can help
• Start by discussing what you see--don’t worry about meaning  
• Find ways to connect the art to your own experiences
• Encourage inquiry, exploration and experimentation         
• Ask open-ended questions 

Jaime Molina, a Denver-based artist, created this 
sculpture by hand carving the wood and painting it 
with acrylic paints. His art practice is varied--Jaime 
also makes large scale public sculpture and paints 
murals, which can be seen throughout Denver.  
Molina is inspired by the beautiful Colorado  
landscape, a setting that he calls home. His  
imagination is a huge part of his artistic process.  
Instead of searching for references of images  
online, he prefers to create the images based off his 

own imaginative interpretation. 
Molina says, 
“To me, it’s the sky and the intense sun that 
really play a big part of my appreciation for 
Colorado. The clouds here are so dynamic...  
All day long they are changing and bursting 
overhead.” 
Use the guiding questions below to start a discussion 
about this artwork and our local landscape!

• What do you notice about the sky in this sculpture? 
• What time of day do you think this is? What makes you say that?
• Why might the figure’s eyes be closed? 
• Notice that there are hinges and this sculpture functions as a box. Why do you think the artist 

chose to create this landscape inside a box with a face painted on the outside?
• What about our local landscape inspires you?  What details from your neighborhood excite you?
• Have you seen one of Jamie Molina’s murals or sculptures around Denver? Can you find one?  

How does the mural change the building? 

More creative activities and support can be found at
denverartmuseum.org/creativity-resource
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Jamie Molina, Family Garden, 2017, Wood, acrylic paint, hardware

https://denverartmuseum.org/edu/alh-object/family-garden-jaime-molina
https://denverartmuseum.org/creativity-resource

